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[Note to editors: This is the second half of 

a long interview with Cora Weiss. The first half) 
in which she talks primarily about North Vietnam, 
appears in Packet #574. The two sections are com- 
plimentary, but either can be run without the other. 

Photos to accompany this half of the interview 
appear in the graphics section of this packet. 

An interview with Sam Noumoff, based on his vis- 
it to Saigon last spring, appears in packet #532.] 

SOUTH VIETNAM: POST-WAR OR PRE-WAR?— 

AN INTERVIEW WITH CORA WEISS 

LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor's note: On November 10 and 11, Cora 

Weiss, Don Luce and Sam Noumoff visited Quang Tri, 
the northernmost province of South Vietnam, as the 
official guests of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government (PRO). They were the first Americans to 
be so invited. 

In Q uang Tri they met with Mme . Nguyen Thi Binh, 
the Foreign Minister of the PRG, and with officials 
in other government departments , and traveled through- 
out the province. They also had several meetings 
With the PRG representatives in Hanoi while waiting 
for bad weather to clear so they could begin their 
journey south . All three had visited North Vietnam 
before . 

Don Luce, director of the Washington-based In- 
dochina Mobile Education Project, is an agronomist 
and journalist who is probably best known . for uncov- 
ering the now notorious tiger cages on Saigon's Con^ 
Son Prison Island. He lived in South Vietnam for 11 
years and speaks fluent Vietnamese. Sam Noumoff, a 
professor at McGill University in Montreal, traveled 
to Saigon this spring to investigate the situation 
of political prisoners. 

Cora Weiss co-chaired the Committee of Liaison 
with the Familes of Prisoners Detained in North Viet- 
nam, a "group that kept up communications between Am- 
erican prisoners in the DRV and their families in 
the United States. 


DID YOU VISIT SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS IN THE 
PRG ZONE? 

Yes. There's an excitement about the schools. 
We visited, for instance, the opening day cere- 
monies at a new secondary school, for 500 students 
who were in absolute seventh heaven. This is the 
f i rs t formal secondary school- for the province . 
There are lots of students and lots of buildings — 
that’ the kids put up themselves. But you walb 
into the physics labs and there's no lab equipment. 

In Dong Ha, there's a new. hospital made out 
of bakboo and thatch with mud floors. There are 
lots of patients and lots of doctors and nurses, 
but there's no equipment. There's a fluoroscope 
machine- to read x-rays, but there's no x-ray mach- 
ine. There's a microscope., but there are very few 
slides. There's an obstetrical table with stirrups 
and I saw a woman on it being examined who was nine 
months pregnant , but there was one pair of forceps 
hanging on the wall— that's all the equipment they^ 
had. 

The biggest medical problems now seem to be 
tetanus and malaria and they're both war-caused. 

The ground is full of bomb fragments so that when 
children walk around they cut their feet on rusted 
pieces of metal. Then because of all the buffalo 
and animals, they are likely to step in dung, 
develop tetanus and die. There's not enough tet- 
anus anti- toxin. Buffalo, too, walk along in the 
fields, step on fragments, cut their hooves, fall 
down and die. 

More serious than the shrapnel is the mine 
fields that were left behind- -what they call unex- 
ploded ordnance . Wherever you go you have to walk 
on the beaten path because, you don't know where 
there's going to be an unexploded mine. They des- 
perately need mine -detection equipment. 

They need a lot of things- -medical equipment, 
farming instruments, fishnets, scientific research. 
They're looking to the American people, among oth- 
ers for aid and one way Americans can help is by 
contributing to Medical Aid for Indochina. 


In the following interview, she talks about 
life in Quang Tri and presents the PRG's perspect- 
ive on the political and military situation in South 
Vietnam, the prospect of an escalation of the war, 
including the very real possibility of resumed Amer- 
ican bombing of South Vietnam.] 

YOU SPENT TWO DAYS IN THE LIBERATED ZONE OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM, IN QUANG TRI. WHAT WERE YOUR PRINCI- 
PAL IMPRESSIONS PROM THAT VISIT? 

I guess the most imporant thing we realized 
about the South is that they're determine^ to build 
a new society. There's activity. There'S a real 
government, real organization. 

They have village clinics, there are schools in 
villages where there were not schools, and the popu- 
lation is literate where there was 65% illiteracy 
before. There is mechanized plowing where people 
used to use the single tiller behind a buffalo. 
There's reclamation of land — for seven years the Sai- 
gon government took the people away from the land, 
put them in concentrated areas, and the land lay 
fallow. 


When McNamara was Secretary of Defense he 
thought he could divide Vietnam in half along the 
17th parallel- by creating an electronic defense-sur- 
veillance system. He thought he could plant a 
field, not with rice but with mines, I should say 
not with pineapples, but with pineapple minds, ele- 
phant-foot mines and glass mines, all named after 
the items they resemble. And he planted this field 
—forty kilometers across the country— from the 
Gulf of Tonkin to the Laotian border, and many 
hectares deep. 

And after he planted the mine field, he rolled 
barbed wire, a hundred rolls deep, to make a fence 
about a quarter mile wide, fox forty kilometers. ^ 
He also ran AT&T plastic- covered telephone wire, in 
color coordination— orange, blue, green, yellow- 
part of the surveillance system. All of those Amer 
iean dollars went to waste, of course, because his 
plan obviously didn't work. But now the wire has 
created a handicraft industry. They rolled up all 
of that telephone wire and. they're making beautiful 
pocketbooks , among other things, and they're very 
sturdy. When Madame Binh gave us pocketbooks made 




from the McNamara Line, it was clear they had found 
a more practical purpose for the wire. 

A third medical problem is craterization. Cra- 
terization, if you're a farmer, for instance, means 
you' can't plant a rice field the way you want to. 

All of a sudden you're walking along in a rainy, 
foggy, flooded field and you drop down. You could 
drop five feet, ten feet, twenty or thirty feet, be- 
cause some of those bombs left really big holes. 

The holes are now filled with water from the 
heavy rains. That means they're breeding stations 
for mosquitos, and malaria. 

Craterization is also a problem because it 
leaves huge holes that have to be filled. Where are 
you going to get the fill? There aren't too many 
mountains around, and if you do take it from the 
mountains you create erosion. So the United States 
created quite a few problems for the Vietnamese in 
their post-war era. 

Another problem is presented by all the surplus 
metal the U.S. and Saigon forces left lying around. 

We visited what were at one time American bases in 
Quang Tri (later they were manned by Saigon forces), 
Camp Carroll; Ai-Tu; Hong Ha, which is an airfield; 
and Doe Mieu. 

At Ai-Tu we saw hectares and hectares of empty 
oil drums, once full of gasoline which had been 
burned by the Saigon forces in their retreat . 

At Camp Carroll we heard an interesting story. 
Apparently in 1966 when the NLF first took the camp, 
there were so many dead Americans that the American 
officers couldn't remove all the bodies and so they 
poured gasoline over them and burned them. 

So what are the Vietnamese going to do with 
all the steel and metal and tanks? What are they 
going to< do with the corrugated mfetal. boxes that 
the ’U.S. used to hold NLF prisoners? 

Some of the salvage is being put to good use. 

When I jokingly suggested to Nguyen Van Thien, the 
PRG ambassador to Hanoi, that they let American 
scrap-metal men go in. to clear the place out and 
sell the metal for millions of dollars, he said, 
"American metal is good," meaning they're not going 
to give it up for the world. 

You go by house after house in the PRG zone and 
the walls will say, "Alberta Peaches, Tallahassee, 
Florida." Another will say "Anti-personnel An- 
other will say "Something Chemical Co. , Newark, NJ." 
The most frequent sign is "This Side Up," it's ever- 
ywhere . 

So what is all this stuff? It's casings from 
spent shells and mortars that have been flattened 
out to make walls. It's pieces of airfield that 
have been taken off the air base and now bridges , 
rooves, walls and doors. 

Pails that originally came from chemical com- 
panies in New Jersey now are used to carry water. 

And the quart-size base from the pineapple mines 
make a perfectly good water dipper. Bdt,some of the 
U.S. surplus can't be used. 

There's barbed wire all over Quang Tri. The 
U.S. and Saigon forces barb -wired everything. There 
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is so much barbed wire that it can't be removed. 

You can't use it for anything, and you can't dump 
it anywhere. Somebody's going to dig, to plant, 
and they'll get cut on it. So it's going to stay 
there. Trees are growing around it, bushes are 
growing around it. I asked whether the children 
didn't burnt) into it, and they said no, the people 
are used to it. 

DID YOU TALK TO THE PRG. ABOUT THE SITUATION 
IN SAIGON, THE ISSUE OF PRISONERS AND THE THIRD 
FORCE IN GENERAL? 

The prisoner issue is, very important, so is 
the issue of inflation and the scarcity of food 
in areas under Saigon control. The price of rice 
apparently has increased 8 times in the past year, 
and rice is very scarce. So people are trying to 
cross over from Saigon areas to shop dm the PRG 
markets where there is plenty of rice and the 
price is stable. The rice is sold in green UqS.' 
government sand bags, more U.S. surplus put to 
good use. 

Regarding political prisoners, the PRG has 
made three demands of the enemy, meaning Washington 
and Saigon. One is that they abide by the cease- 
fire. Two is the release of all civilian and mil- 
itary prisoners, and three is the restoration of 
democratic liberties. 

The cease-fire demand is fairly clear. Sai- 
gon has been sending out bombing sorties, accord- 
ing to the New York Times, practically on a daily- 
basis , and that's illegal according to the Paris 
agreement. 

The second point Is not so clear. Saigon 
maintains that it doesn ' t hold political prisoners . 
Even Martin, the American ambassador to Saigon 
maintains that Thieu doesn't hold political pri- 
soners. So who are those 100,000, 200,000 or as 
the PRG now estimates 300,000 people jammed in 
the j’ails. of Saigon? Let's call them civilian 
prisoners . 

The figure usually given for the number of 
people in prison in the United States is 300,000. 
That's about .15 percent of the country's popular 
tion. The population of South Vietnam is about 
15 million, which means that approximately 5% of 
the people are in prison. 

At the PRG office in Hanoi, we met nine pri- 
soners who had been rleased over the past few 
months and who had come North for medical treatment 
One young woman had a tubercular spine, another 
woman's face was completely distorted -from, nap aim 
bums. One woman was so thin f that it was impossi- 
ble to believe she was alive. There was one man 
who was a Buddhist monk. 

They described how in prison they ate rotten 
fish and rice mixed with sand and stones, and said 
that they were kept in such dark cells that when 
they were released they couldn't see--therroeye- 
sight was severely damaged. 

WERE THESE NINE PEOPLE CONSIDERED BY SAIGON 
TO BE MILITARY PRISONERS? ACCORDING TO THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT, MILITARY PRISONERS ARE RELEASED TO THE 
PRG, AND CIVILIANS ARE RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES. 

AT. XEAST THAT 'S TH E WAY THEY'RE SHPPO SFn TO nn TT 
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But they haven’t been doing it that way. Mme. . 
Ngo Ba Thanh, the famous international lawyer, was 
originally going to be released to the PRG, but she 
refused. And she was right to do that. She’s not 
a PRG person, she’s a Third Force person. And as 
Thieu well knows, she’s far more effective demon- 
strating in the streets of Saigon than if she were 
to live in a liberated zone. 

The PRG doesn’t want the Third Force prisoners 
released to them. They recognize the three' forces 
under the Paris Agreement— the! PRG, Saigon and the 
Third Force. And they recognize two governments — 
theirs and Thieu’s. In fact they would love to have 
more countries recognize the PRG who also recognize 
Saigon, as the Cameroons does. 

What’s most important to realize now is that 
the war isn’t over, that the resumption of bombing 
is % real possibility, a real threat. 

Thieu made a speech in November in which he 
said that he was going to wipe out the infrastruc- 
ture of the revolutionary government. Is that sup- 
posed to mean he’s going to sit on kis hands? 

The only thing holding Thieu back is that he 
needs more supplies and equipment. And in order to 
get that extra equipment, from the United States, 
he has to cry wolf, that is, he has to convince 
Washington that there is a PRG offensive,; 

What he calls an offensive, however, is actu- 
ally the PRG’s attempt to retake the land that the 
Saigon forces have illegally seized from them since 
the Paris agreement went into effect, fhe blowing 
up of the 4 planes at the Bien Hoa air base, or the 
December 3 explosion of the oil tanks outside Saigon 
is not "grabbing land". Those actions are meant to 
prevent Saigon planes from bombing PRG territory* 

Two military orders have been issued recently 
from the command of the NLF, one on October 15, and 
one on November 4. They both seem to say that to 
protect the people, the land, and the Paris agree- 
ment, the NLF reserves the right to strike back. 

That doesn't mean that they're taking new lant}. In 
fact they don't seem to want to acquire new land 
militarily. 

The PRG is quite willing to go the political 
route. They want to form a National Council of Rec- 
onciliation and Concord as outlined in the Paris A- 
greement. They feel confident that the fWo parties 
and three forces as named in the Agreement can to- 
gether create this council, which in turn will est- 
ablish elections, which in turn will create a: new 
government . 

When we talk about fueling the guns of Thieu we 
have to remember that Thieu can only exist las ’ long 
as aid keeps moving from Washington to Saigon which 
will be as long as Washington is convinced that Sai- 
gon needs help and is worth helping. 

I figure that Thieu has three years if Nixon 
has three years. But if Thieu waits longer than a 
year to move in force against the PRG, he runs the 
risk that Congress will forget him, that; Congress 
won't care about his needs because domestic demands 
may be more pressing. So he must move now or very 
soon. And that's why we have to make an uproar. 

DO YOU REALLY THINK THAT NIXON INTENDS TO START 
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BOMBING VIETNAM AGAIN? 

Why else would Kissinger be asking for legal 
advice- regarding ; .the Cambodian- cut-off? Why would 
he be telling members, of: Congress, for the past 
few weeks, according to Leslie Gelb's article in 
the New. York. Times, that the PRG is planning an 
offensive? If the. repercussions from Watergate 
were really holding; Jtixon back, what does all this 
rumor-mongering mean? 

The Nixon Administration is clearly putting 
up trial balloons, trying to figure out if Congress 
and public opinion will allow Nixon to go ahead 
with the bombing. Andtheforty-four to forty- one 
vote on foreign aid appropriations in the Senate 
on December 5 which, approved .$250 million in aid 
for the. bon. Jibl . government in. dambodla, -can, only 
encourage him,- If Congress. -ihinks.v-that legal tech- 
nicalities will' stop Nixon from, bombing, I think 
they're mistaken. There's every indication that 
he plans to go ahead. 

First, there's Kissinger seeking legal counsel 
to figure out whether or not the War. Powers Act 
prohibits JSixfn from resuming, bombings . Then 
there's Robert Ingeraoll, the proposed Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Af- 
fairs who let it be known at his Senate confirma- 
tion hearings that the administration was "consid- 
ering and discussing" the possibility of resumed 
bombings. 

Thirdly, Secretary of Defense Schlesinger 
had indicated that the Nixons Administration does 
not feel that the War Powers Act restricts contin- 
ued support of Thieu. 

Ronald Reagan appeared on a. recent Today Show 
and said that he for one supports the resumption 
of bombing in Vietnam. 

On November 1, the LA Times quoted General 
John Vogt, Commander of the fth Aif Force ih Thai- 
land as saying, "the whole reason we are here is 
to resume bombing!;" 

Another indication. The December 5 Wall 
Street Journal speculated that given the oil short- 
age in .Saigon caused, by the . . e xp lo sio n s, of their 
supply tanks and a: reduced -supply from the Middle 
East, the United States will "take up the slack." 
That can only mean that while we freeze this winter, 
Saigon's planes, at least, will still be flying. 

All these indications mean that Nixon is either 
considering a. resumption, of the bombing, or hasr al- 
ready decided to go ahead and is merely softening 
the impact by issuing these warnings . You know, 
it isn’t like Nixon, or the U.S. government in gen- 
eral, to accept defeat. And in view of the current 
level of violations and provocations by Saigon — 
aided and abetted by Washington— of the Paris Agree- 
ment, the possibility of an open confrontation is 
great. The question, is, while Kissinger collects 
his $57,000 from-Qslp. December ...11 , ostensibly for 
having contributed to peace, will he, with the 
other hand, be making preparations for war. 

The last paragraph just about sums it up, 
doesn't itf, 

-■-■■V, -30- 
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From: New England Free Press, 60 Union Square, Som- 

erville, Mass, 02143 

The New England Free Press is looking for a new 
woman staff member to begin in January. We are wil- 
ling to train anyone who is interested in further- 
ing our literature program ajid learning the printing 
trade. The person should be willing to make a time 
commitment of at least six months. 

For more information, call Peggy at 617-628-2450 

* ** *** *** ** ** ** * * ** ** ** ** ** **** ******** ** ******** ** * 

From: Committee for Action/Research on the Intelli- 

gence Community, PG Box 647, Ben Franklin 
Station, Washington, D.C., 20044 

CARIC is currently preparing a slide show dem-< 
onstrating the history of the government's internal 
security policies and practices. The slide show 
when finished will be made available to community 
groups at nominal costs. We desperately need graph- 
ics and photographs from all areas of the country. 

If your publication has photographs depicting any 
internal security activity please send us copies for 
the slide show and our files. We especially need 
photographs of the following: 

1 . Red Squad members 

7f , Federal agents during surveillance or raid 
operations . 

3. Agency offices 

4. I Infiltrators and provocateurs 

We would also appreciate any additional infor- 
mation on government spying in yOur area. 

For more information contact Winslow Peek at 
the above address or call him at 202-785-8330. 

*** ** ** ** **** ** ********** **** *•* *********** ** *** ***** 

From: Vietnam Veterans Against the War/Winter Sol- 

dier Organization, 827 W. Newport St., Chi- 
cago, 111, 60657. 312-935-2129 

-WAW/WSO is looking for nutlets (like local 
bookstores, etc.) and subscribers for its monthly, 
national newspaper Winter Soldier . People with sug- 
gestions of bookstores in your area which might car- 
ry the paper, should send them to us . Newspapers 
could tell us where you sell your paper in your ar- 
ea. 

The paper contains anti -imperialist news and 
analysis, exclusive reports on the international GI 
movement, prisoners, domestic struggles and more. 

For a free sample, write or call. 

************ **************** ************************ 

From: The Homosexual Information Center, 3473 1/2 

Cahuenga Blvd, Hollywood, Calif, 90068 

The Directory of Homosexual Organizations and 
Publications is now available. It is the most com- 
plete directory in its field. It will be sent to 
any individual or group making a donation of $3 or 
more. 

* ************* *^*^’ **************** ****************** 

From: Socialist Reproduction, 57d, Jamestown Rd. 

London, l, England. 
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So So that our comrades on the American left can 
get toJmw... our '-material, here's a list of what's 
available:: 

Political Writings of Wilhelm Reich, including 
"Dialectical Materialism and Psychoanalysis" ($1) ; 
"The Sexual Struggle of Youth" ($1.75); "Selected 
Sex-Pol Essays : 1934-37" ($2) ; "What is Class Con- 

sciousness?" ($1,25) . 

"The War after the War" by John Maclean ( 754) 
An outstanding pamphlet by- the famous Scottish 
revolutionary leader of the World War J period. 

Bulk rate for bookshops and political groups -- 
45% discount. 

******************* ******************************^* 

From: Attica Brothers feegal Defense, 1370 Main St. 

Buffalo, NY, 14211 (716-884-4423). 

An Attica Brothers Speakers Bureau has been 
recently put together as a vital component of the 
defense, of the. Attica Brothers as a means of educa- 
ting^., the public t© what happened at Attica Septem- 
ber 9-13, 1971, why it happened, and what has been 
happening since. 

Through the Speakers Bureau, interested organ- 
izations can arrange for an indicted Attica Brother 
to speak. In. addition, former members: of therAttica 
Observers. Committee who were at Attica during the 
rebellion and lawyers presently working for the de- 
fense are available for speaking. The Speakers 
Bureau also distributes a feature-length color film, 
"Attica", which show vividly through interviews and 
actual footage of the rebellion and massacre, the At- 
tica rebellion and. what followed it as well as the 
conditions which caused it . 

For. further;, information, get in touch with 
Ann Clark at the above address. 

*********.***********************^***^^^*^*^^^^^^^^^ 

From: Source , PO Box 21066, Washington, DC, 20009 

Like anyone in an ongoing struggle, we some- 
times find outselves’ in a tight comer. We're in one 
now--we need $3,000 mo i e to get our third catalogue 
to the publisher. 

The third catalog is on health: hospital work- 

ers organizing, free, clinics, drug programs, oc- 
cupational health, women's health and much more. 

The first source catalogue was on Communications 
and describes .over 500 media groups initiating, sp 
spreading and speeding social change. It's $1.75 

Source II .was on Communities/Housing and des- 
cribes the housing: crisis from the. perspective of 
what can. be done by community groups . It describes 
over 70.0 active, groups and 600 resources: books, 

films and periodicals. $2.95. 

Send for them from the above address. 

********************* ******************************^ 

END OF RMBB FOR TODAY FOLKS! !I! I II Sill II I MI !J H I ; I 1 1 
* * * ************************* * * * * *.* * * *************** 

"Don't forget, there are two hundred mill ionof 
us in awworldceifrthreeubillion.'" TheyWant whitowe've 
got- -and we're not going to give it to them."-~LBJ 
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UNION OF NOVA SCOTIA INDIANS 
WIN LAND CLAIM 

Canadian 'University' Press/LIBERATION 'NewM Service 

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia, Canada (CUP/LNS) —The 
Union of Nova Scotia Indians (UNSI) has won the 
first round in its fight with Canada to recover 
more than 2,500 acres of prime land set aside in 
1842 as the Middle River Indian Reserve. 

Armed with stacks of evidence to back their 
claim that the land was sold or taken from them il- 
legally, representatives Peter and Roy Bernard con- 
vinced the Federal Department of Indian Affairs at 
Ottawa at the end of November that at least 1,476 
acres should be transferred back to the reserve. 

This precedent-setting action involves land 
now owned by 60 non- Indians (including some wealthy 
Americans) on which summer and permanent homes have 
been built, farming is going on and a commercial 
development is flourishing. 

It has been estimated that evictions, plus com- 
pensation, would likely cost in the vicinity of $3- 
4 million especially with lake frontage running at 
$40 a foot. However, according to one Ottawa offi- 
cial, the Indians involved do not want to be paid 
off in money. They want the land. And, later, 
they would like to he compensated for its loss of 
use over the past 100 years . 

Indian Affairs officials don't want to evict 
anyone. They hope the matter can be negotiated. 

But, according to Indian spokesmen, last week's 
trip to Ottawa just covered the tip of the iceberg. 

The victory was the result of almost four years 
of research. The Indians had always known they'd 
been done out of their lands but never had the fin- 
ancial resources to put the claims in legal terms 
on paper. 

In keeping with a policy to "help the Indians 
help themselves," the Indian Affairs Department 
financed the necessary legal research into the land 
rights. 

"But," said an Indian spokesman, "I don't 
think they thought we could find anyone who could 
really do it, or else they still think we can be 
bought off." 

In any case, the UNSI hired a research direct- 
or a few years ago and then last June retained a 
lawyer, 

The UNSI apparently made it clear that they 
want to participate in any dealings involving non- 
Indians who might be evicted c from the lands Ottawa 
has agreed to return. 

According to one Indian spokesman, Indians want 
to have a say in how this will be carried out. The 
reason for this, they say, is that Indian people 
want to make sure that the treatment of non-Indians 
is humane . 

They are afraid that if the matter is left up 
to the department of Indian Affairs "then they will 
be treated in the same kind of officious and high 
handed manner as we have been treated and we don't 


PROJECT SANGUINE DROPPED FROM DEFENSE BUDGET: 
"DOOMSDAY SYSTEM" SCUTTLED BY PUBLIC OPPOSITION 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS)-- A requested $16.7 million in 
funds for the Navy's Project Sanguine was deleted 
from the defense appropriations bill on November 26, 
after the proposed project was driven out of Wiscon- 
sin under a wave of political and technical pro- 
tests and then out of Texas through the efforts of 
outraged citizens. 

Project Sanguine is the Navy's code name for a 
billion dollar underground radio transmitting sys- 
tem supposedly designed to send a presidential or- 
der-to-fire to missile submarines in the event of a 
nuclear attack. The system would cover 1,250 square 
miles with antennas buried six feet deep in a check- 
erboard fashion. Each of the squares would be seven 
miles long on a side. 

Conservationists have opposed the project, say- 
ing that not enough is known about sending huge 
amounts 6£ electricity through the ground. Others 
have objected to it on practical grounds, question- 
ing whether the system would actually work as plan* 
ned and its usefulness even if it did. 

The project, which has already gobbled up $57 
million of taxpayers money in the 10 years of its 
existence, was originally designated for the Chequa- 
megbh National Forest in northern Wisconsin because 
of the large quantity of low conductivity rock found 
in that area. 

Experimental test sites were constructed in 
both northern Wisconsin and North Carolina before a 
five-year long series of protests from Wisconsin 
residents, environmentalists and politicians forced 
the project out of Wisconsin. 

Then, in August, 1972, Business Week noted that 
"The main alternative at the moment is Llano County, 
Texas, just north of Austin, where the sub-surface 
geology fits the needs of the project-- and where 
the natives are friendly..." 

But the natives weren't friendly, and in August, 
1973, the Navy scheduled a meeting for the Llano 
High School auditorium to answer questions about 
the proposed system and sooth local residents. 
Fourteen -hundred people showed up to hear a col- 
lection of Navy brass defend their project. 

Terming Sanguine a system necessary to the na- 
tional defense whose purpose was to provide a back- 
up system for sending a Presidential order to fire 
in, ease of nuclear war. Rear Admiral R.Y. Kaufman, 
heal of the Strategic Submarine Control Program said 
"It's the thing that'll keep the Russians honest 
on into the 21st century." 

This project, conceived around 1958 when the 
cold war and fear of the Russians was manifested 
in "Better Dead Than Red" bumper stickers, has been 
termed by some a "hand from the grave" deterrent 
system. 

"It's a mighty big club, and that's the name of 
the game," added Kaufman. 


want that." -ZQ- Sentiment was running high against the project. 
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It was estimated that 90% of the people in the 
auditorium were against it. Amotig those were ran- 
chers whose land had been handed down from gener- 
ation to generation. They believed that the pro- 
ject meant the destruction of the land and the 
environment. 

Once buried in the ground, the Sanguine grid 
would emit a certain type of radio wave necessary 
to permit communication with submerged submarines 
called Extremely Low Frequency Waves (ELF) * These 
ELF waves would have a significant effect on 
plant and animal life within the proposed area. 

Lowell Klessign, an environmental science 
specialist stated as early as 1969 that, "Every 
biologist knows that the nervous system and other 
biological processes operate on the principle of 
internal electrical fields. To put an organism 
in an external electrical field, such as proposed 
by the Navy in Sanguine, may very well alter these 
processes , " 

"Preliminary results of tests conducted by the 
Hazelton Laboratories of Virginia under contract 
with the Navy indicate seed growth retardation, 
avoidance of electrical fields by aquatic life and 
mutagenesis of fruit flies at a rate 'too import- 
ant to be neglected' .. .and other potentially ser- 
ious acute and chronic effects from Project San- 
guine," said Sen. Gaylord Nelson in the Congression- 
al Record, June 21, 1972. 

Another concern voiced at the Llano County 
meeting was questioning the practicality of the 
project, saying that Sanguine could be jammed like 
any other radio system ( by violent thunderstorms 
or a bomb explosion ) and has too limited a use 
since it can only send messages and not receive 
them. 

Alwyn Scott and Michael McClintock, Universi- 
ty of Wisconsin professors, and Professor Albert 
Biggs of the University of Kansas were the first 
critics of the system's ELF waves --operating within 
the 45 - to-60 -cycle -per-second range--as slow and 
clumsy. They said that according to one study, 
it would take 2 hours to send a 12-letter message 
over the system. 

Shortly after the high school meeting, a 
group of Llano county residents got together to 
form the Texas State Committee to Stop Sanguine. 
Within a month, the committee had 500 members and 
was opening an office on Main Street in Llano. 

The committee spread information about the 
proposed project and brought pressure to bear on 
legislators, congressmen and county commissioners. 

On October 4, Ray Tsehirhart, a local rancher, 
testified for the committee before the House De- 
fense Appropriations Subcommittee. 

Then, 11 years and $57^fl f liOn; later, Project 
Sanguine was deleted because of "uncertainty about 
the effectiveness of the project." 

— 30- - 

[Thanks to Linda Fannin for some of the informa- 
tion in this story.] 

PLEASE PAY YOUR DECEMBER BILLS NOW! 


U.S. TO PRODUCE NEW TYPE OF NERVE GAS j "THE MAJOR 
USE FOR TOXICS IS IN ATTACKS ON GUERRILLA BASES." 

LIBERATION News Service 

"The maj'Or use for toxics is in attacks off guer- 
rilla bases . The preferred location of such hoses 
in rough mountains makes them very difficult to ■ ' ' 
locate j" and to attack' by conventional weapons ;*■*'■.* • - . 

"The best method of neutralizing these bases 
may be by the use of toxics. If the base cannot be 
accurately located 3 biological agents can be released 
over a large area to be sure of including the base. 
Air-borne agents 3 either lethal or incapacitating 3 
depending on the target population 3 will be most 
effective. If the base is relatively accurately loc- 
ated and is occupied only by guerrilla forces 3 nerve 
gases are a possibility . " 

— Tomorrow's Weapons 3 1964. The < 
author was hedd of the U.S. Army 
Chemical Corps Research and dev- 
elopment Contftand during the 1950s. 

Washington, DC (LNS) — The Army plans to spend at 
least $200 million producing a new type of nerve gas, 
and about an equal amount destroying its stocks of 
the nerve gas that the new one will replace, accord- 
ing to a story in the December 10 New York Times. 

The Army has been working on this new nerve gas 
since 1970, and intends to begin- production of it in 
1977 at the Pine Bluff Arsenal in Arkansas. 

Arthur Kanegis of the National Action/Research 
on the Military Industrial Complex (NARMIC) reports: 
"The new development: is tactical nerve gas, a 'binary 
weapon' which consists of two chemicals that are non- 
lethal when kept seperate , but deadly when mixed . 

They are packaged inside a mortar shell kept apart by 
a 'rupture system' which breaks them open only after 
the shell is fired. Fins make the shell spin during 
the flight, thoroughly mixing the two chemicals in 
lesS than ten seconds . When the shell Bursts tjpen on 
target , the gas escapes and kills everyone in the 
area." The gases will also be used in land mines. 

Nerve gas was invented during World War II and 
has been a significant part of the U.S. arsenal 
since the Korean War, when the Pentagon decided (ac- 
cording to NBC News '"First Tuesday," June 5, 1973) 
that it "wanted a non-nuclear means of stopping mass 
infintry attacks." Thus the occasion for the first 
big buildup of nerve gas weapons coincided with the 
first' U.S. defeat in the third world.. 

Although theU . S . had never signed the 1925 
Geneva Protocol which bans the use of chemical and 
biological warfare (CBW) weapons it imposed some 
restrictions on their use until the mid-fifties. 
Editions of the U.S. Army's Field Manual Law of Land 
Warfare up to 1954 state: "Gas warfare and bacterio- 
logical warfare are employed by the U.S. against 
eneipy personnel only in retaliation for their use by 
the ‘enemy." 

This restriction was dropped from the 1956 and 
all following editions. The later editions contain 
the following statement: ''The U.S. is not party to 
any treaty now in fore#, that prohibits or restricts 


me use in warrare or toxic or nontoxic gases, or 
smoke or incendiary materials or of bacteriological 
warfare , “ 
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The Army Field Manual on Armed Forces Doc- 
trine for Chemicl and Bological Weapons Employment 
and Defense states that "the decision for the U.S. 
forces to use chemical and biological weapons, rests 
with the President of the U.S." On November 25, 

1969 Niwon stated piously, "The U,S. reaffirms its 
oft-repeated renunciation of the first use of le- 
thal chemical weapons." 

However, some GIs who served in Vietnam say 
otherwise, Steve Hawkins, who was a munitions 
specialists in Vietnam, testified at the trial of 
Madison activist -Karl ton Armstrong that the U S . has 
used toxic gases in Vietnam, Air Force pilots have 
dropped CS gas or tear gas along with napiam which 
forms, upon explosion, hydrogen cyanide, "Hydrogen 
cyanide was used in gas chambers by the Nazis to 
kill Jews," testified Hawkins, "and it is what we 
used against the Indochinese," 

Production of CBW agents and munitions during 
the 1950s and 1960s led to enormous stockpiling 
of the weapons. There are p re s ent lytiMne stroage lot 
cations- -seven within the continental United States 
--for the CBW arsenal. 

Opposition to nerve gas started growing after 
its existence was revealed in 1968 after more than 
6,000 sheep were killed at the Dugway Proving Grounds 
in Utah when a relatively minor mal function caused 
the gas to spread over a larger area than the Army 
intended. After wide spread shock at the incident, 
the Congress imposed some limited restrictions on 
future open air testing of nerve gas. Since that 
time there has been vocal opposition to nerve gas 
everytime a large shipment is transported across 
the country to be disposed of in the ocean. 

To offset the outrage against the presence of 
potentially explosive nerve gas bombs or nerve gas 
stored in corroding containers , the government has 
begun to work on a binary type of gas--which will 
be kept in separate parts until ready for use. 

Although the binary GB, currently being devel- 
oped by the Army is reported by the New York Times 
to!be"somewhat less lethal"than the type presently 
being used, its effects will probably be pretty "e 
much the same. According to the Army Field Manual 
Employment of Chemical and Biological Agents , GB 
"causes muscles to contract, breaching stops and 
death occurs." It' paralyzes the nervous 'system. 

The binary gas reportedly consists of two 
agents which are relatively easy to produce. One, 
chemically related to houshold insecticide, will be 
produced at the Pine Bluff Arsenal. The other agent 
is a commercial chemical that the Army will buy from 
private industry. 

The Army has made no secret, of its belief that 
the open air testing of the binary gases will be nec- 
essary. Col. John Stoner, an army spokesman said, 
"Our intent is to try to develop the round without 
the requirement for an open air test , However, if 
we do get to the final stages of development and 
have concluded that we are— we do not have an absol- 
utely high degree of confidence in the end-product, 
we would at that time request .permission: for a lim- 
ited number of open-air shots." 
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[Thanks to Recon for the information in this 
story.] 

ft************************************************* 

COMMUNITY GROUP PROTESTS FOOD PRICES 
IN WORKING CLASS SECTION OF LONDON 

LONDON,- England (LNS)— In response to rising 
prices, East: London Big Flame, a community group 

an informal- "street meeting" in Roman Road 
market, the largest, shopping area in the East End, 
a working class section of London. 

Passing out a leaflet entitled, "We Pay While 
they Profit", one leaf let er explained: 

"We wanted to bring home to people that rising 
food prices weren't due [only] to rises in world 
food prices out of the control of this government 
but ‘were part of a deliberate attack by the bosses 
to squeeze more pfofits out of the working class." 

The group erected a large blackboard in this 
shopping section* showing' the different prices 
that different stores charge for the same can of 
coffee., "It was clear if each store could charge 
different prices, someone was making a hell of a 
lot of money out of it," said one spokesperson. 

A? crowd soon gathered and people, added their 
own finding about prices to the blackboard. 

Soon the manager of Caters , one of the big 

supermarketssxa the area appeared , complaining 
that, they weren't listing his "bargain .offers" 
on the blackboard. "They're -just a con to lure 
people inside so they end up paying higher prices 
for everything else," said one Big Flame member. 

"We want bargain offers' on everything. " 

The manager called, the police who then- arrived 
and moved- the blackboard ' and the rapidly- growing 
crowd saying they were. "obstructing" the entrance. 
Sojne people stayed in froht of Caters to explain 
what happened. Many people refused to go -into the 
store after they heard about what happened. 

"Anyone who says housewives don't stick to- 
gether anymore axe just wrong," said someone from 
East London Big Flame.' "People are angry and we 
know who we're angry at." 

-30- 

[Thanks to People's News Service for the in- 
formation in this story.] 
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BOOKLET ON WAR INDUSTRY AVAILABLE 

WORCESTER, Mass. (LNS) ^-Worcester Action Re- 
search on the Mi Jitary9Indus trial Complex (WAEMIC) 
has just issued a. booklet entitl ed ' 'War , -Profit 
§ Exploitation in Central Massachusetts Industry". 

It takes an in-depth lode at two major indus- 
tries in the Worcester area,.. J^man-Gorden Co . and 
Norton Co. "It is clear that. they enjoy a special 
relationship to . the-Pentagon, And it soon becomes 
clear that- they. enjoy' a;..special. relationship with 
the workforce, the communities in which they oper- 
ate, foreign plants and suppliers -of raw material, 
banks and financial institutions, the consumer 
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and the taxpayer,," 

Veils thirty -page booklet is. available for 25? 
from WARMIC, c/o Bob Bliss, 15 Maple Tree Lane, 
Worcester, Mass,, 01602, 
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HIGH FREQUENCY 

They say that trees scream 
under the bulldozer's blade. 

That when you give it water, 
the potted coleus sings. 

Vibrations quiver about the leaves 
our ears are too gross 
to comprehend. 

Yet I hear on this street 
where sprinklers twirl 
on exterior carpeting 
a high rising whine. 

The grass looks well fed, i 

It must come from inside 

where a woman on downs is making 

a creative environment 

for her child. 

The spring earth cracks 
over sprouting seeds. 

Hear that subliminal . roar, 
a wind through grass and skirts , 
the sound of hair crackling, 
the slither of anger- 
just surfacing, ■ 

Pressed against glass and yellowing, 
scrawny, arching up to the 
insufficient : light, plants 
that do not belong in houses 
sing of what they want: 

like a woman who's been told 

she can't carry a tune, 

like a woman afraid people will laugh 

if she raises her voice, 

like a woman whose veins surface 

compressing a scream, 

like a woman whose mouth hardens 

to hold locked in her own 

harsh and beautiful song, 

--Marge Piercy 

*********** ************************************ ***** 

IT PAYS TO HAVE FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES: 

REBOZO GIVEN THE VIP TREATMENT BY EASTERN AIRLINES 


an Eastern representative .was waiting to carry 

Rebozo's baggage onto, the plane .and 'try.. to .find 
him a s e at. '.in . : firs t class, since: he didn't have 
a reservation. 

There. -were no- vacant seats, however , and the 
other passengers were... asked if. any -of them would 
be willing to . move :.to -coach, -and- give, their .seat 
to R@bo&Oo.,.. The. -businessmen types.., according to 
the Washington Post.,, refused. and.Reb.ozo only got 
his seat - whenaa woman traveling. .alone -agreed to 
the switch...... For her "courtesy'', according to 

an airlines, spokesman', she was given two free 
.drinks. 

The. -mci dent ' . b scams known, when another pas- 
sengerriOn- thexplaae complained.. -that- -somebody 
could receive.. -such -treatment, .merely; be caus e he 

has a fri end-in:... the. White.- .Home „ According to 

an Eastern, spokesman,, the arrangements for Rebozo 

were made at... the -.request" of the Secret Service, 

The-, Secret Service ,’ though., denied any in- 
volvement,. "If Eastern. : Airlines, did -something for 
him," a ’i5ecietcS.erfci.ee-' spokesman said, "that was 
their decision," 
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POLL REVEALS MAJORITY OF AMERICANS FEEL "ALIENATED" 

NEW YORK (LNS) — A majority of Americans 
feel "a sens©:. of powerlessness and alienation" 
according, to a re cent Harris poll.. Fifty-five per* 
cent of the. 'public "confessed, .a disenchantment with 
things; .as they- are," said the findings, as compared 
with 2-9% in 1966, 

Among the findings iw the poll that Harris did 
for the U-oS:.„. Senate. .Committee on Governmental Oper- 
ations were these : 1 

**76% of the people polled tend to feel that 
"The Rich get richer and the poor get poorer!" 

**"What you think doesn't count much anymore," 

— 61 %.:; : . . 


..-running the country ', don * t ' really 
'—55%, 


**"Most people with power try to take ad- 
vantage of people like yourself, "--55% 


**"Iax laws are written to help the rich, not 
the average man, "--741 

**"Wire Tapping and spying under the excuse 
of national security is a serious threat, to peo- 
ple's privacy, "--75% 


WASHINGTON (LNS) --At a time when certain 
flights have been canceled and a number ofppassengers 
bumped becaused of the "energy crigis", some people 
don't have to worry if they have a plane reserva- 
tion. 

An Eastern Airlines Washington -Miami flight 
was sitting on the runway waiting to leave when 
a limousine, drove up. and discharged its : passenger 
at the base of the stairway to the plane. 

Who should the mysterious VIP be but Nixon 
cronie Bebe Rebozo, At theebqttom of the stairway. 
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**"Special interests get more fromt. the gov- 
ernment than the people do, "--75% 

**"Mosf elective officials are in .politics 
for all they personally can get out of it for 
themselves, "--60% 
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BE SURE TO LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS , FOLKS , ■ LOVE , LNS', ' YIYE . 

December. 12, 1973 End text, see graphics 








TOP RIGHT i Tank and barbed wine left at 
Boo Mieu a South Vietnam „ 

SEE INTERVIEW THAT BEGINS ON PAGE 1 
CREDIT; Cora Weiss /LNS 


TOP LEFT [t Debris from the war left behind 
at Doojheu, on the MaoN mar a Line in 
South Vietnm „■ 


SEE THE: INTERVIEW ON PAGE 2 
CREDIT ; Cora Weiss /LNS 
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BOTTOM RIGHT ; Doctors outside the hospital • 
af Dong Ha in Quang Tri Province. South 
' ' ^ & tnm. In the background is a shed 
constructed from V.S, Army surplus oor- 
ro gated metal* The plastic poncho and 
the huge puddle are evidence of the heavy 

THIS GOES WITH THE INTERVIEW ON PAGE 1 

i - CREDIT; CoraJ/eiss/MS ^ 
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BOTTOM LEFT : Shell casings left abandonned 
m • -rf ^' j S o at Camp Carroll in Quanq 
Tri Province . Sandbags , like those in 
the foreground > are now used in the PRC 
markets to hold rice. 

CREDT^r WIT l ON PAGE 2. 

CREDIT : Cora Weiss /LNS 
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that’s all , 


